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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 
 
This report addresses the installation of eight new bus shelters in four areas, which is a 
component of the East Fourth Street/Prater Way Corridor Project.  The project also includes the 
redistribution of light poles in relation to the setting, sidewalk replacement, landscaping, and 
other improvements.  The bus shelters will be designed in a manner that meets the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, in particular Standards 9 and 10 
in the Standards for Rehabilitation (see Appendix B), in order to avoid adverse effects, as 
defined by the regulations implementing Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended (36CFR800.5 and 36CFR800.6).  For the purpose of this undertaking, 
resources older than 45 years of age are being treated as eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places (see Tables 4. [a] through [d]).  The design parameters for the bus 
shelters are discussed in Section 4.2 below. 
  



1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1  Project Description 
 
In January 2013, Mark Casey, of Wood Rodgers, Reno, Nevada engaged Kautz Environmental 
Consultants, Inc. (KEC), of Reno, to conduct an investigation into the potential for historic age 
buildings that may be affected by the installation of new bus shelters within the limits of the 
Regional Transportation Commission’s E. Fourth Street-Prater Way Complete Street Project 
between Evans Avenue in Reno and Pyramid Way in Sparks, Washoe County, Nevada (Figures 
1.1 and 1.2 in Appendix A).  The project, which includes street improvements, such as roadway 
resurfacing, sidewalk enhancements, lighting modification, and enhancements to transit stops, 
falls under the purview of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Nevada 
Department of Transportation (NDOT).  As the lead federal agency on the project, FHWA must 
comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as 
amended, and the implementing regulations, codified in 36CFR800.  This report addresses the 
four bus shelter areas described in Section 1.2.  The report was prepared by Mella Rothwell 
Harmon, architectural historian and principal investigator with Kautz Environmental 
Consultants, Inc. 

The regulations specify that federal agencies must take into account the effects their funded, 
licensed, and permitted projects might have on historic properties.  The first step in the Section 
106 compliance process is to identify historic properties within an Area of Potential Effect 
(APE).  Properties, generally 50 years of age and older, are evaluated for their historical 
significance against the criteria for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (see 
Section 4.1).   

The Section 106 rules also require consideration of the effects of the project on historic 
properties, i.e., those meeting the National Register eligibility criteria.  Effects can be direct 
(demolition, for example) or indirect (visual, auditory, etc.) and are defined as any action that 
would adversely affect the characteristics of a property that make it eligible for listing in the 
National Register.  In the case of the E. Fourth Street-Prater Way improvements, the potential for 
effects, adverse or otherwise, is limited by the scope of the project.  The transit stop structures 
are the only elements with any above-ground features and for which the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties can be applied.   

The purpose of the report is to identify properties in the project area that are 45 years of age and 
older.  In order to facilitate Section 106 consultation prior to the development of the bus shelter 
designs, the resources in the Areas of Potential Effect are being treated as eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places; and the bus shelters will be designed in accordance with 
parameters, described in Section 4.2, in order to meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards so 
as to avoid adverse effects.  Further, the inclusion of interpretive panels in the bus shelter design 
will enhance the historical associations of the buildings in the project areas.  Additional project 
elements that will serve to maintain the historical integrity of the buildings in the project areas 



includes the repositioning of the existing candy-cane lights, which are an inappropriate style for 
the area and are too closely spaced.  The repositioning and thinning of the lights will minimize 
the effects they have on surrounding properties.  By meeting the Standards, adverse project 
effects (both direct and indirect) as defined in 36CFR800.5 will be avoided.  
 
1.2 Areas of Potential Effect 
 
The project includes the installation of eight new bus shelters in four areas between Quincy 
Street in Reno and 15th Avenue in Sparks (Figure 1.3).  These areas are identified as follows: 
 

• Sutro/Quincy Area (Figure 1.4[a]), T. 19N, R. 19 E, Section 12, Reno, NEV, U.S.G.S. 
7.5-minute  Topographic Quadrangle (1967, P.R. 1982) 

• Galletti Area (Figure 1.4[b]), T. 19N, R. 19 E, Section 12, Reno, NEV, U.S.G.S. 7.5-
minute  Topographic Quadrangle (1967, P.R. 1982) 

• El Rancho/Victorian Area (Figure 1.4[c]), T. 19N, R. 20 E, Section 6, Reno, NEV, 
U.S.G.S. 7.5-minute  Topographic Quadrangle (1967, P.R. 1982) 

• 15th/Prater Way (Figure 1.4[d]), T. 19N, R. 20 E, Section 5, Reno, NEV, U.S.G.S. 7.5-
minute  Topographic Quadrangle (1967, P.R. 1982) 
 

Four separate APEs were established based on the potential for visual effects surrounding each 
shelter location and were determined through a site visit held on June 25, 2013 with Mara Jones 
of the SHPO, Liz Dickey of NDOT, Andy Durling of Wood Rodgers, Christina Leach and Tina 
Wu of RTC, and Mella Harmon of Kautz Environmental Consultants, Inc.  All of the properties 
that fall with the APEs are included in Tables 1.1(a) to 1.1(d).  The breakdown of properties 
being treated as eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and those 
recommended not eligible are listed in Tables 4.1(a)-(d) and 4.2(a)-(d), respectively.  
 
While the final designs for the bus shelters have not been developed, they will follow a set of 
design parameters that will avoid adverse effects to historic properties in each APE.  The design 
parameters are located in Section 4.2. 
 

Table 1.1(a)  Properties in the Sutro/Quincy Area, Reno 
 

Current Name Parcel 
Number Address Date of 

Construction 
Motel 8 008-261-21 1113 E. 4th Street c. 1954/1965 
Pestmaster Services 008-261-11 1125 E. 4th Street 1922 
Leo’s Barber Shop 008-262-02 1100 E. 4th Street 1956 
Cadillac Lounge 008-262-14 1114 E. 4th Street 1925 
MSR Convenience Store 008-262-15 1118 E. 4th Street 1925 
Big-O Tires 008-261-22 1195 E. 4th Street 1979 
Fantasy Girls/ 008-255-14 1095 E. 4th Street 1920/1950 
Alturas Bar & Big Ed’s 
Alley Inn 008-256-15 1044 & 1036 E. 4th 

Street 1924 

Ray Heating 008-256-21 320 Spokane Ave. 1946 



Candela Bar 008-262-04 1126 E. 4th Street 1956 
Roadmasters 008-262-05 1128 E. 4th Street 1968 
Sutro Motel 008-262-13 1200 E. 4th Street 1955 
Vacant 008-264-04 1228 E. 4th Street N/A 
Reno Salvage Company 008-264-05 1240E. 4th Street N/A 
Vacant 008-264-03 E. 4th Street N/A 
Vacant 008-264-06 E. 4th Street N/A 
Metric Motors 008-263-09 1201 E. 4th Street 1955 
Reno Rails 008-263-08 1229 E. 4th Street 1920/1946 
Hi Ho Motor Lodge 008-263-17 1233 E. 4th Street 1950 
Vacant 008-265-11 E. 4th Street N/A 
RSC Service (Ernie’s) 008-266-01 1390 E. 4th Street 1947 
Reno Mattress 008-264-02 1210 E. 4th Street 1957 
Sutro Motel 008-264-01 1200 E. 4th Street 1955 

 
 

Table 1.1(b)  Properties in the Galletti Area, Reno 
 

Current Name Parcel 
Number Address Date of 

Construction 
Star Apartments 008-227-16 2795 E. 4th Street 1954/1931 
Chevron Station 008-227-09 2799 E. 4th Street 1971 
Vacant 008-228-04 2790 E. 4th Street N/A 
IBEW 008-227-02 2713 E. 4th Street 1977 
Ralph’s Auto Body 008-226-14 2685 E. 4th Street 1964 
Pacific Materials Handling 008-228-03 2730 E. 4th Street 1963 
Vacant 032-011-08 350 Galletti Way N/A 

 
 

Table 1.1(c) Properties in the El Rancho/Victorian Area, Sparks 
 

Current Name Parcel 
Number Address Date of 

Construction 

Mountain Vista Mobile 
Home Park 031-241-26 2300 Prater Way 

1950 (SFR) 
1950 (SFR) 
1952 (SFR) 

1957 (MH Park) 
Vacant 032-022-44 2245 Prater Way N/A 
Vacant 031-241-16 2238 Prater Way N/A 
Prater Way Mobile Home 
Park/ 031-241-15 2190 Prater Way 1957/1967 

Diamond Motors 032-022-35 2233 Prater Way 1957 
Taqueria 032-022-54 2201 Prater Way 1994 
Western Mtn. Convenience 
Store 032-023-01 2169 Prater Way 1960/1966 

 
 

Table 1.1(d) Properties in the 15th/Prater Way Area, Sparks 
 

Current Name Parcel 
Number Address Date of 

Construction 
M & M Fish & Chicken 
Express 031-354-09 1500 Prater Way 1995 

Park Village Apartments 031-354-08 1516 Prater Way 1947 



7-11 031-360-21 600 15th Street 1982 
Residence 031-354-07 1564 Prater Way 1930 
Cooper’s Emission Control 031-354-07 1564 Prater Way 1955 
Dairy Queen 032-073-19 1501 Prater Way c. 1953/1970 
LeFebvre Apartments 032-073-24 456 Nash Street 1986 
Romero Apartments 032-073-28 1559 Prater Way 2005 
Saag Market 032-082-12 1447 Prater Way 1955 
Vacant 032-082-09 502 15th Street N/A 

   
  



2.0 RESEARCH DESIGN  
 
2.1 Field and Research Methods 

Forty-seven (47) parcels were identified within the four APEs, of which 31 contain buildings 
with construction dates ranging from 1920 to 1968 (see Table I.1).   The field methods for this 
project were limited to a site visit for the purpose of photographing the viewscape and buildings 
identified as being 45 years or older.  

Construction dates are derived from the Washoe County Assessor’s records.  Weighted average 
year (W.A.Y.) dates are included, as this information relates to modifications made to buildings 
over time, modifications that increase square footage or substantially increase the number of 
appurtenant structures on a parcel.  This data is useful for our purposes because it alerts us to 
changes to a property that might affect its historical integrity.  For example, if a construction date 
and a W.A.Y are the same year, we assume no significant changes have been made.  The 
difference between a construction date and a W.A.Y indicates the scale and/or number of the 
modifications and the relative time during which the modification(s) took place.   

Using Assessor’s dates requires caution, in general, because the dates serve as a basis for ad 
valorem taxation, not historical accuracy.  In one case, what we thought was a 1965 motel had in 
actuality been built prior to 1954.  Through the use of Polk city directories, 
Newspaperarchive.com, and aerial photographs, it became clear that the 1965 date referred to the 
date of a major expansion onto the adjoining parcel and change in ownership.   

In addition to the assessor’s date, we consulted Sanborn maps, city maps, tract maps, and other 
historic maps, as well as early city directories in order to establish the historical evolution of the 
area and to understand the historical associations of the buildings in the APE.  Properties in the 
Galletti and the El Rancho/Victorian areas were outside the city limits of both Reno and Sparks, 
and so they do not appear on the Sanborn maps.  Also consulted were on-line sources, such as 
Ancestry.com, which provides census records, and Newspaperarchives.com. 

Our research also involved a literature search of previous surveys conducted within one mile of 
the project area, and a search for properties listed in the State and/or National Registers of 
Historic Places.  No listed properties exist within the APE.  The literature search returned a total 
of 15 survey reports covering a one-mile buffer around the project area.  Only two of the reports 
contained information on properties in the APE (Table 2.1). 
 
2.2 Prior Inventories 
 
Table 2.1 provides a summary of surveys and inventories previously conducted in our project 
area as reported by the State Historic Preservation Office.  
 
 



Table 2.1 Previous Surveys and Inventories in the Project Area 
 
Author Title Date 
Rainshadow Associates (Ana 
Koval) Reno Cultural Resources Survey, Phase II 1983 

Myra L. Frank & Associates, 
Inc. 

Request for Determination of Eligibility for the 
Reno Railroad Corridor 2000 

SWCA, Inc. 
A Cultural Resource Evaluation of the RTC of 
Washoe County CitiCenter and CitiStation 
Alternative Study Analysis 

2001 

JRP Historical Consulting 
Services 

Historic Property Studies within and near the 
Truckee Meadows Project Western Study Area, 
Reno, Washoe County, Nevada 

2002 

Zeier & Associates, LLC 
An Architectural Inventory of Selected Buildings 
Located along Prater Way, Sparks, Washoe 
County, Nevada 

2009 

 
 
Table 2.2 lists the properties in the project area that are listed in the National and State Registers 
of Historic Places, and sites marked by State Historical Markers. 
 

Table 2.2 Properties Listed in the National and/or State Registers of Historic Places and 
Locations of Historical Markers 

 
National 
Register 

State 
Register 

Historical 
Marker 

Property 
Name 

Location 

X X X Nevada-California-Oregon 
Railroad Depot 325 E. Fourth Street, Reno 

X X  Nevada-California-Oregon 
Railroad Locomotive House 401 E. Fourth Street, Reno 

X X  Ranier Brewing Company 
Bottling Plant 310 Spokane Street 

 X  Coney Island Bar 2644 Prater Way, Sparks 

  X Coney Island Amusement Park Corner of Galletti Way and E. 
Fourth Street, Reno 

  X Fight of the Century Southeast corner of E. Fourth 
and Toano streets, Reno 

 
National and State Register nominations and historical marker files are on file at the State 
Historic Preservation Office in Carson City. 
  



3.0  HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 
The historic context provides the framework for identifying relevant themes, geographical 
context, and chronological period, and forms the basis for evaluating resources in the project area 
against the eligibility criteria established by the National Register of Historic Places (see Section 
4.1).  
 
3.1  Overview 
 
Reno developed along the banks of the Truckee River at the north end of the Truckee Meadows.  
Prior to the arrival of Euroamericans, Washoe and Paiute people inhabited the lands along the 
river and valley.  The first non-native explorers passed through the Truckee Meadows during the 
early to mid-1840s, soon followed by waves of California-bound emigrants. Eventually, a few 
enterprising people settled in the valley offering food and supplies to the travelers and hay for 
their animals (Connelly et al 2011).   
 
The development of western railroads helped settle Reno.  Surveyors for the Central Pacific 
Railroad arrived in the valley as early as 1863, but by March 1868 railroad officials had selected 
a site for the station on the north bank of the Truckee River near an important river crossing 
owned by Myron C. Lake (Lake's Crossing).  This locale was chosen because it was distant from 
the hills to the west (an important factor for locomotives gaining speed to ascend the eastern 
slope of the Sierra Nevada) but above the eastern marshes.  It also was a suitable site for the 
junction with the proposed Virginia & Truckee Railroad (V&T), joining the Central Pacific with 
the booming Comstock Lode.  The Central Pacific platted the Reno townsite on the north side of 
the river through a deal they struck with Myron Lake, who had claimed much of the land on both 
sides of the river surrounding his crossing.  The new town was first called Argenta, but it was 
soon renamed Reno after Union Army General Jesse L. Reno.  The railroad bisected the town 
with the station at its center and the developing commercial district surrounding it (Connolly et 
al 2011). 
 
Following the initial public auction of townsite parcels on May 9, 1868, houses and businesses 
spread out along the railroad corridor with most of the growth along the north side of the river 
and the railroad tracks.  The first businesses were primarily low, wooden, false-front buildings.  
Most of these were destroyed by fire.  After two especially devastating fires in 1873 and 1879, 
new commercial buildings were built of brick or stone (Connolly et al 2011).  
 
Reno became an important crossroads with ties to San Francisco and Sacramento.  It served as a 
hub for the distribution of beef to areas west, while goods from those urban centers flowed back 
to the Comstock and nearby ranches.  The construction of the V & T Railroad between 1869 and 
1872 established essential ties to Virginia City, the Comstock mines and mills, Carson City, and 
Washoe Valley.  Reno’s location on the Central Pacific was integral to the region and helped 



establish the town’s importance in Nevada.  By 1871, the Washoe County seat was moved from 
Washoe City to Reno.  Myron Lake donated land on the south side of the river for the new 
courthouse, which was built in 1873 (Connolly et al 2011). 
 
During the late nineteenth century, Reno’s core included an approximate 21-block area within 
the bounds of West and East streets, and the Truckee River and Fourth Street.  Most commercial 
buildings were located along Commercial Row and East Fourth Street.  Residential development 
spread out from the core zone.  Townley (1983:73) writes that initially “society” people built 
larger houses on West Street between First and Fifth streets, presently the site of motels and 
casinos.  Working-family homes and tenement housing were built on the cheapest lots near the 
railroad tracks and yards (Connolly et al 2011).  
 
A series of local and national economic panics, characterized as depressions, occurred during the 
last third of the nineteenth century.  As the new century started, gold discoveries in Tonopah and 
Goldfield broke the cycle and funneled wealth into Reno.  By 1900, Reno had surpassed the 
population of Virginia City to become Nevada’s largest and most prosperous city.  Reno was 
incorporated in 1903, with the imposition of municipal services that included flood control, 
water and other utilities, taxing functions, education, and a formal legal and political apparatus.  
Accordingly, Reno’s population grew from about 4,500 in 1900 to roughly 11,000 by 1910, 
18,000 by 1930, and 21,300 by 1940.  This population increase resulted in the inevitable 
suburban expansion.  Along with renewed mining and irrigation development projects, a series 
of socio-political, natural, and economic factors stimulated Reno’s growth during the twentieth 
century.  These include gaming, the divorce trade, transportation, and tourism (Connolly et al 
2011). 
 
Transportation 
 
From the beginning, transportation to and from the Truckee Meadows has been a significant 
theme in the history of Reno.  The emigrant trails, stage roads, the Pony Express, and the railroad 
have all served to bring people and goods through the region.  The transcontinental railroad, 
coming through the area in 1868, represented the most important event in the sputtering creation 
of Reno (Connolly et al 2011). 
 
By the early twentieth century, a new means of transportation was making an impact on the 
development of the Truckee Meadows.  The Lincoln Highway was established to provide a 
continuous, improved highway from New York to San Francisco (Figure 3.1).  Federal aid for 
road construction was awarded in 1916, and the route–through western Nevada and passing 
through Fallon, Sparks, and Reno to the California state line–was set by 1921.  A branch led 
south through Carson City and the communities along the Lake Tahoe shore.  The Victory 
Highway was organized in 1919-20 by northern California and Salt Lake City tourism interests, 

http://www.onlinenevada.org/reno


combined with a group of people in Kansas who desired to build a memorial highway to honor 
the veterans of World War I.  The Victory Highway route followed the Humboldt River Route, 
converging with the Lincoln Highway in Sparks.  Reno celebrated the completion of both 
transcontinental automobile roads with the Transcontinental Highway Exposition, held at 
Idlewild Park in 1927 (Figure 3.2) (Connolly et al 2011).   
 
With the establishment of the highways, automobile tourism became an economic force in the 
region, and by the end of World War II, easy automobile access to Reno’s gambling halls thrust 
that industry into the forefront of local and state economy.  Drawn by gambling, divorce, and its 
beautiful natural setting, tourists flocked to the area, and businesses catering to the automobile 
tourist sprang up.  When American motorists first took to the roads, they often found themselves 
many miles from the civilized amenities of a hotel, and closer to the open fields of a ranch or 
farm.  So early on, motoring went hand-in-hand with camping out.  The first accommodations 
established to cater to the motor trade was a campground with a pad on which to pitch a tent next 
to a spot to park the “machine.”  If you were lucky, there would be a place nearby to get water 
and food.  These early facilities were called tourist camps or auto camps.  There were a number 
of auto camps along the Lincoln Highway between Sparks and Reno (Connolly et al 2011). 
 
With the development of the transcontinental highways during the second decade of the 
twentieth century, automobile tourist accommodations became more permanent and offered a 
higher level of comfort.  Tourist cabins replaced tent pads and parking spots.  Called cabin 
courts, cottage courts, auto courts, or tourist courts, the cabin complexes offered beds and 
bedding, bathrooms, and often kitchens.  Tourist cabins also lined the Lincoln Highway route 
through Reno and Sparks, with names like Cremer’s Auto Court, Star Auto Court, and the 
Restwell Auto Court (Figures 3.3 and 3.4).   
 
The term “motel” was coined in 1925, but it came into common usage following World War II, 
when automobile tourism took a big leap forward.  After a decade of depression and a half a 
decade of war, Americans were ready to hit the road again.  By then, owners of auto camps and 
auto courts had figured out the right mix of amenities to satisfy the needs of the automobile 
traveler.  Individual cabins became attached, a swimming pool was built in the front, and the 
traveler was enticed by colorful neon signs.  The Star Auto Court became the Star Motel, and 
Cremer’s Auto Court became the Pony Express Lodge (Figures 3.5).  By the 1950s, corporate 
America embraced the motel concept, and the motel chain was conceived.  Beginning at the end 
of the 1950s, motels sprang up along the proposed route of the new interstate (U.S. 80), 
particularly at the off- and on-ramps, where signs would be clearly visible from the highway.  
The old motels along the historic routes lost their automobile tourist trade and now serve as low-
income housing (Connolly et al 2011). 
 



Advertising these establishments required capturing the eye of potential customers as they sped 
by in their cars—day and night.  Colorfully lit neon signs, some large and elaborate, were just the 
ticket.   The principle behind neon signs was conceived in 1675, when the French astronomer 
Jean Picard observed a faint glow when a mercury barometer tube was shaken.  Static electricity, 
which caused the glow, was not understood at the time.  Around 1902, the French engineer, 
chemist, and inventor Georges Claude was the first to apply an electrical discharge to a sealed 
tube of neon gas to create a lamp.  Neon gas had been discovered in London by William Ramsey 
and M. W. Travers just four years prior.  Georges Claude displayed the first neon lamp to the 
public on December 11, 1910, in Paris (Connolly et al 2011). 
 
In 1923, Claude and his company Claude Neon introduced neon gas signs to the United States, 
by selling two to a car dealership in Los Angeles.  For $24,000, Earle C. Anthony purchased the 
two signs reading PACKARD.  Neon lighting quickly became a popular fixture in outdoor 
advertising.  Visible even in daylight, people would stop and stare at the signs dubbed “liquid 
fire” (Connolly et al 2011).   
 
By the 1960s, as many of the early neon sign craftsmen had retired and the neon industry could 
not keep up with demand, other forms of signage using plastics and fluorescent bulbs took over 
the sign industry.  While the initial cost of these newer types of electrical signs was cheap, 
fluorescent bulb life is short, which greatly increases maintenance costs over the life of a sign.  
After several decades of disfavor, renewed appreciation for neon signs has created a revival of 
the neon sign industry.  To fill demand, new craftspeople have been trained, and neon has again 
become the most effective medium for electric signs (Connolly et al 2011). 
 
There are several outstanding examples of mid-century neon on East Fourth Street.  The Pony 
Express sign advertising the Pony Express Lodge was built in 1951 by the Electric Young Sign 
Company (Figure 3.6).   The sign at the Sandman Motel, built c. 1955, is a local landmark and 
was featured in a May 2002 USA Today article entitled “10 great places to stop along the way.”  
The article described the Sandman’s sign as “one of the most beautiful motel signs ever made.”  
The oldest remaining Fourth Street neon sign is the Restwell Auto Camp sign, across from 2500 
E. Fourth Street (Figure 3.7).  This is the site of the Restwell Auto Court, which operated along 
the Lincoln Highway beginning in ca. 1927 (Connolly et al 2011).   
 
Transportation would later contribute to the further diversification of Reno's economy. 
Beginning in the 1960s, Interstate Highway 80, the former Victory Highway, was expanded 
across Northern Nevada.  Although the interstate bypassed towns and depleted business on the 
old Lincoln Highway, it increased the benefit of Nevada's free-port privilege, a law dating to 
1949 that provides a tax exemption to warehoused and locally manufactured goods.  Warehouses 
and manufacturing facilities, particularly along the East Fourth Street Corridor, proliferated 
during this period (Connolly et al 2011).  



 
Divorce 
 
Between roughly 1900 and the late 1960s, Reno was known as the divorce capital of the world.  
Journalists and gossip columnists called it the “Great Divide,” a destination for divorce seekers 
who wanted to take “the cure,” get “Reno-vated,” and according to legend, throw their wedding 
rings into the Truckee River from the Virginia Street “Bridge of Sighs” (Figure 3.8).  Reno’s 
economy had relied on the divorce trade since 1906 when the wife of William Corey, president 
of United States Steel Corporation, came to the city for a scandalous and much publicized 
divorce.  A six-month residency period was mandatory at the time.  By 1909, Reno had become 
the country’s “new divorce headquarters” (Harmon 1998). 
 
The key to the rapidity with which a decree could be obtained was the satisfaction of the 
residency requirement.  Early newspaper articles promoted Reno’s hotels along with plentiful 
residential accommodations.  In order to reap the rewards of Nevada’s lenient divorce law, 
homeowners became eager participants in the trade by providing lodging to the temporary 
residents.  Following a brief and unpopular Progressive-era attempt at lengthening the divorce 
residency period, America’s political and social climate following World War I was ripe for the 
expansion of the divorce trade.  The decade of remarkable national prosperity and change 
included open discussion of the once taboo subject of divorce.  Some argued for a national 
divorce law while others defended a state’s right to make its own rules.  But when it seemed that 
the affluence of the 1920s would last indefinitely, the stock market crash on October 24, 1929 
started the most devastating economic collapse in modern American history (Harmon 1998).  
 
In response to the economic crisis and a desire to retain the long-held title of Divorce Mecca, the 
Nevada legislature passed the most lenient divorce law of any state in the Union when it reduced 
the residency requirement from three months to six weeks.  It was a bold move that would carry 
the Silver State through the Depression in better condition than most areas of the country.  The 
decade of the 1930s, despite widespread economic ruin, was Reno’s divorce heyday and “The 
Biggest Little City” was thrust into the American consciousness.  During that decade more than 
30,000 divorces were granted at the Washoe County Courthouse.  Hotels, boardinghouses, 
divorce ranches, auto camps, and private residences provided housing for divorce seekers.  While 
some viewed Reno as decadent, it remained an enticing vision for others and a universally 
acknowledged destination for quick divorces until the late 1960s.  The divorce trade affected 
Reno’s permanent residents, and it left a mark on the town’s residential and commercial 
architecture and its growth and development (Harmon 2008a).  
 
Gambling 
 
The Nevada Legislature re-legalized gambling in 1931.  The long-established migratory divorce 
trade fed the gambling business through its first decade.  In the post-World War II period, new 



hotel/casinos were built in the downtown area.  The Mapes Hotel, built in 1948, was the 
prototype of the modern high-rise hotel/casino (Figure 3.9).  Gaming in downtown Reno drove 
the tourist industry and brought economic vitality to the community (Connolly et al 2011). 
 
Reno changed between the 1940s and 1960s, as the gaming industry expanded, and a commercial 
core became evident.  While modest motels and restaurants were built along Fourth and Virginia 
streets, laws defining the core gaming district shaped the design of high-rise hotel/casino 
properties from the 1950s through the present (Connolly et al 2011).   
 
3.2  East Fourth Street/Prater Way Corridor 
 
Eventually, it was the completion of the Lincoln and Victory highways in the early 1900s that 
further established Reno as a destination point.  At that time, Sparks and Reno were separated by 
County Road, which became Prater Way (Figure 3.10).  Combined with the popularity of Reno's 
easy divorce laws and the legalization of gambling, during the 1920s and 1930s, Reno found 
itself with a reputation for fun and guilty pleasures.  The confluence of the two highways in Reno 
along Fourth Street allowed businesses to thrive; lining Fourth Street were drug and grocery 
stores, a school, a baseball park, residential neighborhoods, tourist accommodations such as auto 
camps, motor lodges, trailer parks, gas stations, diners, and commercial roadside architecture.  
As a major transportation hub, East Fourth Street attracted industrial enterprises as well.  For its 
part, Prater Way catered to the automobile traveler—and the divorce-seeker—as well, offering 
auto camps, motels, trailer parks, and support business such s gas stations and diners (Connolly 
et al 2011). 
 
By 1969, U.S. Interstate 80 was completed through Reno and Sparks.  Fourth Street was no 
longer the main east-west route through town.  In addition, the 1960s also saw the 
implementation of Urban Renewal in the East Fourth Street area.  Labeled as “blighted,” 
numerous residences and businesses were demolished under the aegis of public policy.   
 
In the years since, Fourth Street has declined and has become a challenge to the community.  
Presently, Fourth Street is a conglomeration of new construction, early twentieth century 
masonry buildings, and structures built during the 1940s and 1950s.  Structures consist of 
commercial and industrial businesses such as a steel mill and a recycling center, week-to-week 
or monthly hotels and motels, adult and strip establishments, late-night bars that cater to the 
illegal prostitution trade and services that cater to the homeless population.  Yet several intact 
historic buildings still remain and could be vital contributors to the community.  These offer an 
opportunity for redevelopment and adaptive re-use that could reinvigorate the economy and spirit 
of the area (Connolly et al 2011). 

 
3.3 Architectural Context 



 
Reno’s architecture encompasses a number of popular styles represented in both high-style and 
vernacular examples.  With a few exceptions, the architecture found along East Fourth Street 
and Prater Way is utilitarian in nature.  The earliest buildings are within a few blocks of North 
Virginia Street.  These consist of hotels such as the Marian, the Morris (Figure 3.11), and the 
Lincoln (originally named the Richelieu), and the Nevada-California-Oregon Railroad depot 
(Figure 3.12), a Mediterranean-style building designed by Reno’s pre-eminent architect, 
Frederic DeLongchamps.  Beyond this early commercial zone, the road was initially lined by 
residences reflecting the popular styles of the period from late Victorian to Craftsman.   
 
As automobile tourism and the divorce trade demanded services along the highway, especially 
after the end of World War II, gas stations, diners, and motels were built in styles ranging from 
Art Deco and Art Moderne to Ranch style, and Mid-century Modern (Figure 3.13 and 3.14).  
Sparks had an enviable collection of Art Deco municipal buildings including the fire station 
and Sparks City Hall, built in 1941 and demolished in 1992 when Victorian Square was 
developed (Sparks Centennial History Book Committee 2004).  In-fill along the East Fourth 
Street corridor comprised utilitarian commercial and industrial buildings built of concrete 
block, brick, and stucco with minimal architectural details. 
  



4.0 RESULTS 

The East Fourth Street/Prater Way Corridor project includes the construction of eight new bus 
shelters, several replacing existing shelters.  In order to understand the effects the project may 
have on historic properties, all resources 45 years of age and older are being treated as eligible 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  Eligible properties are listed in Table 
4.1(a)-(d) and those recommended not eligible are shown in Table 4.2(a)-(d).  Additional 
information on selected properties can be found in Section 4.2.  The criteria for listing in the 
National Register are discussed below.   

4.1 Historic Preservation Principles 
 
The primary goal of most historic preservation surveys is to identify properties that meet the 
eligibility criteria of the National Register of Historic Places.  Identifying properties that are 
eligible for listing in the National Register is the principal objective of historic preservation 
regulations implementing the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  The four 
basic eligibility criteria are:  
 

Criterion A: Properties that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 
 
Criterion B:   Properties that are associated with the lives of persons of significance in 
our past; 
 
Criterion C:   Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; and 
 
Criterion D: Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 
Historic contexts are the means that enable us to understand the broad patterns of history, the 
people who were important in an area’s past, and representative architectural styles.  The historic 
and architectural contexts that apply to the Fourth Street-Prater Way corridor are presented in 
Chapter 3. 

 
In addition to meeting the above criteria, for a property to be eligible for the National Register it 
must also possess historical integrity.  The National Register recognizes a property's integrity 
through the following aspects or qualities:  
 

• Location 
• Design 



• Setting 
• Materials 
• Workmanship 
• Feeling 
• Association 
 

Table 4.1(a)-(d) 
Properties Treated as Eligible for Listing in the National Register of Historic Places 

 

 

 
Table 4.2(a)-(d) 

Properties Less than 45 years of age 
 

4.2 Selected Properties in the Project Area 
 
The following properties in the project area possess a high degree of integrity as well as 
historical association with the Lincoln Highway/Highway40 corridor. 
 
Alturas Bar 
 
The building that presently houses the Alturas Bar (1044) and Big Ed’s Alley Inn (1036) was 
built c. 1924 (Figure 4.1).  The two-story building is built of red brick with tan brick 
surrounding the windows on the front elevation, and a diagonal entrance into 1044 with two 
round posts holding up the overhang.  Several additions are apparent to the rear of the building.  
The first occupants of the building appear to be the Reno Hide and Fur Company (1044) with 
the Maytag Company next door.  Several rental apartments filled the second floor (Reno 
Evening Gazette 1926 and 1931).  A good fur store was important for Reno to have in the days 
when it was earning the title “Divorce Capital of the World.”  Reno Hide and Fur bought and 
sold furs, advertising in 1927 “Reno Hide and Fur Co. wants 10,000 coyotes.  Will pay from 
$9.00 to $10.00” (Reno Evening Gazette 1927). 
 
The Alturas Bar moved into the corner unit c. 1948.  The bar had been in two other places 
before that (on Lake Street and E. Second), and it dates to around 1917 (Polk var., Reno 
Evening Gazette 1948).  For several years in between the Maytag store and Big Ed’s, the space 
designated as 1036 E. Fourth housed a laundry (Polk var.).     
 
Hi Ho Motor Lodge 
 
The Hi Ho Motor Lodge was built c. 1950 (completed 1952) by J. Redelius (Figure 4.2).  A 



private residence had been demolished to make way for the motel.  The original “two row 
motor court” configuration had 27 units, although several additions have been made bringing 
the number of rooms to 32.  The Hi Ho is a wood-frame building with stucco exterior (Fockler 
2004:73-74).  It appears that the stucco has been recently redone or at least repainted in a 
manner that somewhat diminishes its historical integrity.  The motel is currently used for 
weekly and monthly rentals (Figure 4.3).  The Hi Ho has a period neon sign that is itself 
historically significant.  It seems to be intact, although in fair to poor condition. 
 
Sutro Motel (east and west) 
 
The Sutro Motel was built c. 1955 (Figures 4.4-4.6).  The two Spanish Mission-style units 
straddle the east and west sides of Sutro Street.  The motel, with characteristic pan and barrel 
tile roof, is configured in an L-shaped “motor court” design, which allows visitors to park 
directly outside their rooms.  An early postcard advertised “12 new, beautifully furnished, 
carpeted, sound-proof, air conditioned units with tile baths.  Eight blocks to down-town Reno” 
(Fockler 2004:69-70).  Currently, the motel is used for weekly and monthly rentals. 
 
Pony Express Trailer Park (now the Mountain Vista Mobile Home Park) 
 
In 1952, Harold’s Club expanded into the motel and trailer park business by opening the Pony 
Express Motel on the site of Cremer’s Auto Court and the Pony Express Trailer Park just east 
on Prater Way.  These properties reflect the post-World War II change from auto camps and 
auto courts to motels and trailer parks.  The grand opening was held on November 16, 1952, 
although the businesses had been operating at least since January, and had received mention in 
national magazines.  The 88-room motel was the first in the area to offer baby-sitting service, 
and each room had telephones and radios.  The improved trailer park, which seems to have 
existed for a couple of years by this time,  offered paved parking areas, lawns, utilities, a post 
office, recreation room, and a trailer sales office (Nevada State Journal 1952).  The layout of 
the park is discernible in Google Earth (Figures 4.7 and 4.8).  In 1955, Harold’s Club sold its 
motels and the trailer park (Nevada State Journal 1955). 
 
The following properties have lost significant integrity but bear noting for their historical 
associations. 
 
Star Apartments 
 
The Star Apartments began in the late 1920s as the Star Auto Court (see Figure 3.4).  While it 
was a popular stop for automobile tourists, it also catered to divorce-seekers needing a place to 
live out Nevada’s divorce residency requirement.  Over time, the property was expanded and 
today it is the Star Apartments (Figure 4.9) 



 
Callahan’s Trailer Park 
 
Dating to around 1950, Callahan’s Trailer Park (now Prater Way Trailer Park) was smaller 
than its next-door neighbor the Pony Express.  Callahan’s also sold used trailers advertised as 
“modern and unmodern” (Nevada State Journal 1954a).  The layout can be seen in Google 
Earth (Figure 4.10). 
 
Park Motel 
 
The Park Motel is located on a triangular lot, originally designated as 1500 Prater Way, that 
historically has contained accommodations for local residents, divorce-seekers, and automobile 
tourists.  The 1946 Sanborn map for Sparks shows a three-apartment building at the apex of the 
triangle, with a nine-unit auto camp behind it to the west.  An advertisement in the November 
28, 1941 Reno Evening Gazette (15:3) identified the auto camp as Moore’s Motel.  In April 
1952, the newspaper advertised the grand opening of the Park Grocery (presumably in the 
converted apartment building), and it is around this time that the motel units are renamed the 
Park Motel.  Until recently, a neon sign of a bellboy marked the spot (Figure 4.11).  At some 
point, the parcel was split.  A modern chicken and fish take-out restaurant is now located at 
1500 Prater Way, and what is left of the Park Motel—now called the Park Village 
Apartments—is designated as 1516 Prater Way (Figure 4.12). 
 
Dairy Queen 
 
The year 1952 was an important one for the west end of Prater Way.  New businesses, such as 
the Park Grocery, the Pony Express Lodge, and the Pony Express Trailer Park, contributed to 
the record number of building permits issued in Sparks in April (Reno Evening Gazette 1952b).  
Another significant, and enduring, property developed that year was the Dairy Queen (“A treat 
for taste, a food for health”), located across Prater Way from the Park Motel.  There were 
already two Dairy Queen stores in Reno: No. 1 at North Virginia and Sixth Street and Dairy 
Queen No. 2 at 1800 Wells Avenue.  The Sparks Dairy Queen underwent a significant remodel 
around 1970 (Figure 4.13).  In November 1971, the owner announced: “Our Mexican food is 
back!! Harvey at the Sparks Dairy Queen wants everyone to know his great Mexican food is 
now back at his brand new Dairy Queen at 15th and Prater” (Reno Evening Gazette 1971).  A 
visual examination of the current Dairy Queen suggests that some portion of the original store 
made up the core of 1970 remodel. 
 
Several of the properties in the project area warranted further research because their age and/or 
historical associations were perplexing.  The following attempts to clarify matters. 
 



Motel 8 
 
The Washoe County Assessor’s office lists the Motel 8 at 1113. E. Fourth Street, on APN 008-
261-21, at the corner of E. Fourth Street and Quincy, with a construction date of 1965.  That 
date did not ring true because it was during the time that U.S. Highway 80 was being built 
through Reno and Sparks (Figures 4.14-4.16).  The new highway alignment redirected 
automobile travel away from Fourth Street.  The mystery was easily solved using the Polk city 
directories, Sanborn maps, and aerial photos from Google Earth.  The 1955 Sanborn shows a 
duplex and a single dwelling on the lot at the corner of E. Fourth and Quincy and a motel on 
the lot adjoining to the east.  The nine-unit motel was built along the eastern edge of the parcel.  
The 1958 Polk directory identified the business as the Carol Motel.  By 1978, it was called the 
Reno 8 Motel.  While conclusive evidence of the timing of the addition was not found, at some 
point, c. 1965, the two parcels were joined and an L-shaped addition was built, creating the U-
shaped structure present today.  Two distinctly different roofs are visible on the Google Earth 
aerial photo.  So, in fact, the original motel wing fits into the Lincoln Highway/Highway 40 
motel context, but by virtue of the addition late in the period, it has lost integrity.   
 
In addition, other modifications to the building, likely at the time of the 1965 additions, have 
diminished the building’s integrity.  The most notable is the installation of aluminum doors and 
windows in the lobby area, as well as recent vinyl windows in some of the rooms. 
 
Gem Concrete Plant 
 
Although it is located at 333 Galletti Way (formerly 333 Coney Island Drive) (APN 012-293-
20), just outside of the APE for the Galletti Area, the structures of a cement plant are highly 
visible from E. Fourth Street (see Figure 4.23).  Currently, the structures are part of the Cemex 
Reno-Sparks Plant; however, they were originally constructed in 1954.  The GEM Company 
concrete bulk plant was built by the George E. Miller Construction Company, which had 
offices in Hawthorne and Reno.  George E. Miller specialized in underground construction, 
including roads and paving, sewer systems, irrigation and storm systems.  At the time he built 
the concrete plant, he was undertaking a 46-home housing development (Nevada State Journal 
1954). 
 
Sidewalks and Roadway 
 
East Fourth Street and Prater Way have undergone extensive change since its Lincoln Highway 
days.  Into the 1930s, the road surface was macadam, and the area east of Sutro Street was in 
the county and likely did not have sidewalks.  The 1921 map of the Truckee Meadows (Figure 
4.17) shows expanses of ranchland between the Reno and Sparks’ city limits.  That stretch of 
road was known as County Road, depicted in the 1930 photograph (see Figure 3.10).  Research 



into road improvement projects involving the subject project area failed to provide conclusive 
evidence of sidewalk and roadway resurfacing; however, plan sets for four highway contracts 
show ongoing modifications and improvements to roadway surface, sidewalks, and curbs and 
gutters from 1933 onward (Figure 4.18).   
 

Table 3.1 
Nevada Department of Highways Fourth Street Projects 

Plat sets on file at NDOT 
 
Contract 

No. Year Project Name Notations and 
Additional Dates 

371 1933 
National Recovery Project, Washoe 
County Virginia St. Reno to West Limit 
Sparks 

1951, 1952, 1953 (sidewalks 
installed by Sierra Pacific 
Power), 1955, 1958, 1960, 
1961, 1964, 1965, 1966 
(mentions construction of 
sidewalks), 1971.  

463 1935 

Washoe County Wells-Alameda Ave. 
Underpass between 2nd and 4th Sts. 

“where there is no sidewalk in 
place construct 5.6” gravel 
path.  “Remove and replace 
sidewalks”, 1953.  

1179 1964 
Construction along Fourth Street, from 
WA13.29 (Lawton, Reno) to WA16.04 
(N. McCarran, Sparks) 

Remove and replace curb and 
gutter and sidewalks. 

2928 1998 
State Highway California-Nev. State 
Line to Churchill-Pershing County Line 

Removal of existing sidewalks 
on 4th Street between Wells 
Avenue and Line Drive. 

 
Streetscapes 
 
East Fourth Street and Prater Way have undergone much change from the early Lincoln 
Highway days.  Buildings range in age from the first decade of the twentieth century to the 
2000s.  The streetscapes that follow show the mix of styles and uses. 
 
The oldest properties in the corridor are in the Sutro/Quincy Area (Figures4.19-4.21).  The 
Galletti Area (Figures 4.22 and 4.23) is bisected by U.S. Highway 80.  It was the site of the 
Coney Island amusement Park.  The El Rancho/Victorian Area (Figures 4.24 and 4.25) was 
historically outside the Sparks city limits and filled with auto courts, motels, trailer parks, and 
diners.  Today it is a place where several major streets converge.  The 15th/Prater Way 
(Figures4.26-4.28) was at the west edge of Sparks and is located in a more residential setting. 
 
4.3 Design Parameters 
 



In order for the proposed project to comply with the requirements of Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, effects resulting from the project on historic properties must be 
evaluated.  The goal of the evaluation is to ascertain if any aspect of the project could harm the 
characteristics of historic properties in such a way that the property would no longer meet the 
National Register eligibility criteria.  Such harm is called an adverse effect (36CFR800.5).  An 
adverse effect can often be avoided if the project designs meet the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, in particular Standards 9 and 10 in the 
Standards for Rehabilitation (see Appendix B).   In order to avoid an adverse effect by meeting 
the Standards in this case, NDOT, FHWA, and the SHPO agreed on the following design 
parameters for the bus shelters: 
 

• Height not to exceed 13 feet 
 

• Concrete pad to be no longer than 70 feet including ramps 
 

• Highly reflective surfaces, such as mirrored glass or polished aluminum, will not be used 
 

• Design to draw on the industrial nature of the neighborhood 
 

• Lighting will be constrained to illuminate the bus shelter;  there will be no uplighting 
 

• Fluorescent paint colors will not be used 

The minimum height is set to accommodate the height of the transit buses.  In addition to these 
design parameters, other project elements, including changes to the distribution of light 
standards and the introduction of interpretive materials, will help to avoid an adverse effect. 
 

5.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
The East Fourth Street/Prater Way Corridor has experienced many changes in the years since 
the construction of Interstate Highway 80.  Residential buildings relating to the earliest 
period, as well as businesses catering to the Lincoln Highway/Highway 40 trade, have been 
demolished, resulting in areas of vacant lots and in-fill.  However, there remains a sufficient 
number of historic resources that convey the corridor’s significance as Reno and Sparks’ 
nineteenth and early twentieth transportation hub.   
 
The proposed East Fourth Street/Prater Way Corridor Project will construct eight bus shelters in 
four locations.  In order to avoid adverse effects to historic resources within the four APEs, the 
design criteria listed in Section 4.3 have been developed.  Bus shelters designed within these 
parameters will meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 



Properties and the requirements for a no adverse effect determination as defined in 
36CFR800.5. 
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